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Dear Individuals, Families, and AHRC Suffolk Team Members:

Earlier this week the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) provided updated guidance in 
regards to health-related restrictions that have been imposed due to COVID-19. These revisions pertain to social 
distancing, mask wearing and capacity within programs and transportation. 

We are all eager to return to a closer sense of the “old normal”. However, we must move forward in measured 
ways that are safe and smart, to best protect and serve the individuals we support and our staff. There are a 
number of questions the new guidance raises, so in coordination with the Arc New York, we are awaiting 
answers and clarification from OPWDD before any changes can be implemented within our programs and across 
our locations. We have every expectation that our questions will be answered and we will release new agency 
procedures by next week related to relaxing, but not abandoning, some of the public health-related restrictions 
that were imposed at the peak of this pandemic. Currently, wearing a mask is still mandatory in all of our 
facilities. Social distancing must remain in effect wherever possible. Cleaning and sanitizing remain part of our 
daily routines. We will continue to take these steps until we receive further clarification.

Despite the uncertainty around the emergence of variants, one thing we do know is that getting vaccinated is the 
best way to protect ourselves and others against COVID-19. Vaccines are readily available within our 
communities. Variants like the Delta variant are spreading across the country, and many unvaccinated adults are 
suffering from complications and even death. Many experts expect the variant to continue its strong hold at least 
through the coming weeks. The longer we have low vaccination rates in our communities the longer we will be 
susceptible to spread of the virus and the development of new and possibly more challenging variants.  Click 
HERE for a recent NY Times article on the impact across the U.S. and the direct correlation between lower 
vaccine rates and increased COVID infections and death. The chart below also illustrates this point.  

We will continue to provide updates as soon as we receive them. I look forward to continuing our progress 
towards getting closer to the “old normal” in partnership with each of you.  We are a team.  We win together, we 
lose together.  We celebrate and we mourn together.  And defeats are softened and victories sweeter because we 
did them together. #InItTogether

Stay well, stay safe and thank you for all you do,

Paul H. Torres
Chief Executive Officer

NEW STAFF NEEDED! Join the AHRC Suffolk Team!  Visit www.ahrcsuffolk.org/careers to see our current 
openings at various day program and residential locations.  Apply today!

BECOME A MEMBER! 2021 Memberships are available! Help make our collective voice stronger. Visit 
www.ahrcsuffolk.org/membership today!

DONATE TO OUR COVID-19 FUND! Our expenses continue to mount each day for PPE, cleaning supplies and 
extraordinary pay. Please click HERE to donate today!

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/07/briefing/delta-variant-spread-red-states-us.html
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/careers
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/membership
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/covidrelief



