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Dear Individuals, Families, and AHRC Suffolk Team Members:

The emergence of the COVID-19 vaccine in December 2020 and its increased availability helped bring 
significant predicted decreases in infections. Increasing the vaccine saturation continues to be of utmost 
importance, particularly with the Delta variant and others continuing to take hold in our communities. Equally as 
important is the need to continue the safety measures we followed for the early months of the pandemic. Mask 
wearing, social distancing, proper cleaning and disinfecting are all still vitally important in containing these 
variants, even for those who are vaccinated. According to this ARTICLE, “Delta’s extreme transmissibility 
negates some of the community-level protection that vaccines offer. If no other precautions are taken, Delta can 
spread through a half-vaccinated country more quickly than the original virus could in a completely 
unvaccinated country. It can even cause outbreaks in places with 90 percent vaccination rates but no other 
defenses.”

It is important to reiterate that the vaccine does provide essential protection against the Delta variant and is a 
significant way to help keep our loved ones best protected. A recent WEBINAR from Stony Brook Medicine  
noted that nearly 100 percent of the adults currently being admitted to the hospital for COVID-19 are 
unvaccinated. That tells us that vaccines are working for those who have gotten them here on Long Island. Many 
areas across the country report that their pediatric hospitals are at capacity with infected patients. Our climbing 
vaccination rates at AHRC Suffolk are encouraging, but there is still room for improvement. Most of the children 
and adults we serve are at greater risk of serious complications from this virus. I continue to encourage 
vaccinated staff to email their vaccination cards to Human Resources and encourage unvaccinated staff, 
individuals and family members to explore science-based research on the COVID-19 vaccine.

This week it was announced that all healthcare workers in New York State, including staff at hospitals and long-
term care facilities, will be required to be vaccinated against COVID-19 by September 27. It is unclear whether 
this will represent a mandate for our programs, and we have joined The Arc New York in asking OPWDD for 
clarification. Many companies have recently instituted vaccination requirements for staff, including the MTA 
and Port Authority. State and City employees also must be vaccinated or must undergo weekly COVID testing. 
Companies like Google, Disney, Walgreens and Walmart are instituting vaccination requirements. As this 
becomes more commonplace we can anticipate that it would also come to our field of work.

In the meantime, we must remain steadfast in our adherence to mask wearing and cleaning precautions that have 
previously made us so successful. Together we have persevered through challenges we never thought possible. 
By continuing to work together to best protect ourselves and each other, we ensure AHRC Suffolk remains 
strong and healthy. #InItTogether

Stay well, stay safe and thank you for all you do,

Paul H. Torres
Chief Executive Officer

NEW STAFF NEEDED! Join the AHRC Suffolk Team!  Visit www.ahrcsuffolk.org/careers to see our current openings at 
various day program and residential locations.  Apply today!

BECOME A MEMBER! 2021 Memberships are available! Help make our collective voice stronger. Visit 
www.ahrcsuffolk.org/membership today!

DONATE TO OUR COVID-19 FUND! Our expenses continue to mount each day for PPE, cleaning supplies and 
extraordinary pay. Please click HERE to donate today!

https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2021/08/delta-has-changed-pandemic-endgame/619726/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WlmY5d_QUTE
mailto:HRconfidential@suffahrc.org
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/careers
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/membership
https://www.ahrcsuffolk.org/covidrelief



